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NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE

THE FREEDMEN AND THEIR HABITATION.

While the Besate bad under consideration, on
the 2%tk ultimo, the bill to estsblish a “ Bureau of
Frocdmen's Affairs,”” Mr. WiLrey, of West Vil:-
ginia, woved the following amendm ut 82 40 addi-

tional scction :

“ And ba 4t further emacied, That w 0
Cotmanasivuer oanpol ficd nburl oaed real eatale on \\I.m'."h
to employ sll of the freeduen who msy ecome under !“.'
care and sontrol by victue of Lhis sot, it whall be kis du'y,
o0 lar s tny be proctiosl, 1o pr wide for them howes acd
emyploymect wilk bumace aind suitable porsons ut fair and
Jusi sumpeusntion {r their servioss | and that in order the
more ofl otus 1y to scovmplish Lhin purpote the smid e
missioner shall open & correspondence with the Governors
abd the vaiuws municipal sitbor tids of the differout States

Pespucnlitg Iheir co-vporation in this bebali.”

I'he mover of the proposition explained its mo-
tive and object by representing it as obvious that
st ihis time there sre very few plavtations, how-
ever wany of them may be abandoned, on which it

- would be ssfo or profitable to place sud to em-
ploy the emancipated blacks There is no distriet
i tbe country coming within the seope of this bill
where, on laking poss ssion of the real estate now
abandosed sod placing upon that real catste any
given pumber of these freedmen, it would not be
pecossary, in Mr. Willey’s judgment, also to cm-
ploy more cr less of the military forces to protect
thew while they are cultivating the farms. And
in any case where, for this or for other reasons, the
Oommissioner of Freedmen could mot find the
means of employing il the ewancipated blacks on
the Southern plantations, it was proposed by this
amendment that it should be the commissioner’s
duty to * provide for them homes aud employment
with bumase and suitable persons’” in other parts
of the country. And to this end the commis-
sioner was to open ocorrespondence with the Go-
vernors and the various municipal suthorities of
the different States requesting their co-operation in
this behalf.

It will be seen that, by the terms of the propo-
.gition, the commissioner was not to open corre-
spondence oo this subject so loog s he could find
s place for the emancipated blacks oo the Southers
plantations. But in cascs where thers was not
room for them to find a subsistence st the South,
or where they were in imminent jeopardy of re-
eaptare and re-coslavement, it was proposed, us
Mr. Willey explained, * to secure them a better
home and better wages in & commuci'y where they
will reecive better trestment snd be botter pro-
teoted by the laws than they can boupon the aban-
doved plantations of the South,” wnder the eir.
cumstapces indicated. In farther support of hin
benevolent proposition Mr. WriLLeY ssid :

« T beg Beostor to reflect & momecut and ask thewso'ves
the tion where, st this time, theielon rll.ll...lmu wilh-

henever the said

Mr Conwess, of Californis, followed in the same

strain. He said:

« My first objection to it is that we have sufficient ex-
citement, we have sufficient disoussion, we have nt
of the subject of negro slavery and the_freedow of ne-
groee, hs the matter now etands, without the
area of that excitemeut and inoreasing it by abtomptiog o
vpecial correspondence ard discussion with the Executives
of all the States on the subject. How will 1t be with the
State of Illinois? Can thers be an issue made there,
where they do not wish free negroes in their Btate, and the
lsw prohibits them 1"

It is very refreshing to find how exceedingly
“ conservative ”’ certain gentlemen become the in-
stant it is proposed to domiciliate free blacks in
their States. They are very anxious to have Sambo
free—no amount of blood or treasure is exorbitant
to purchase such & boon—always provided that he
is not to enjoy his ““inalienable right to life, lib-
erty, and the pursuit of happiness” on Northern
soil. They want no excitement ou tAis subjeot !
The moment it is mentioned their philanthropy is
ehilled at its fountains, and from ¢ agitators”” they
sink into the most spathetio of ¢ conservatives.”
This i= & singular thing under the suo. o per-
sistent was Senator WILSON in representing to the
Sonate the dangers of “ excitement” on this topic
that he returned to it again and again. At the

olose of the debate on the amendment he said :
“Why insert in this bill s provision that the comimis-
sioner shall open & correspondence on this subject with the
Governors and munieipnl aulhorities of the Btates ! Take
wany of the States or cities, and suppose he opeus & cor-
respondence with the suthorities. 1f one set of wen have
control, they will have nothing to do with it, whereas in
those eommunities there may be thousands of people who
ns ivdividusls would be very glad to get this labor and trest
these people kindly sud educate them. If another set of
wen be in power they will be afraid to doit, perhaps, on
necount of the opposition it will excite.”

And finally the Senate, in respect for the tender
sensibilities of Governors who might be embarrassed
by appeals addressed to their philacthropy in be-
half of “emancipated blacks,” agreed to strike out
this feature of Mr. Willey’s amendment, thus leav-
ing the commissioner to understand that if he had
more cmiancipated blacks than he could employ or
proteot on the Southern plantations he must per
mit them to starve, to feed on the Treasury of the
United States, or to be recaptured by the enemy snd
reduced again to slavery. Ia sny event there was
ty be mo “excitement’ raised on this subject in
the Northern States. Such was the declared will
of the Semste in passing the bill in this shape.
Our readers do not need to be told that it failed
to be brought to a vote in the House of Represen-

tatives

THE FORCE OF THE ENEMY ON THE WASH-
INGT'ON RAILROAD.

The following communioation, sent to us by »
oitizen of Maryland who reside near Bladensburg,
for the purpose of correoting a statement made
some days sgo by the Washiogtos 'hropicle with
regard (o “a akirmish ” alleged to have decurred
near that place on Tuesday, is interesting for the
confirmation it lends t) the greater scouracy of our

in the whole soupe of the ivsurreetiopnry tarnitory of the
Ubited States on which it would be wise or expedient of

ible to place any number of these freedmen, aud t
m them there for sizx months * Where is ihe section
or territory in which it can be doue? IT there be an)
such I do ot know it. Perbaps in the vienily of our forte
aod » little distance from them, where Lhey are under the
protection snd under the eye of the wilitary suthoritics,
this can be done ; but yet we bave reparts almost daily
that bande of guerrilias seige thess men aud wurder them
or oarry them off 10 worse slavery than ilicy bave ever

-!' But here is & propesition that bas something practios
in it, that' bas sciuelbiog benevoloul o it, that will take
these freadmen from the miserable coudition in whick they
are now placed, that will secure them bomes where Lo
such danger exists, thal will secare them botues whers
they are not under the arbilrary control of these commin-
sioners and assistant commicsioners, bul where they hre
ander the o of the laws and courts, whers they
are in the midst of & benevulent & mmunity who will se
that they suffer no wrung, where they aie i the resch of
our Judic'al tribunale snd the execulive wfficars of the iaw
to proteet them in their rights and redress toeir grievances
Alrthl my smendment proposes is thal thees fre edmen
shall, with the sesent ol vL people of the Fiee *lales and
under the directim snd with the approbation of thess eow
missiopers, have homes provided for them v Lhose States
more. There is nothing compulsory in it. It i»
provided that it shall ouly be dore where [t is practieable
and so far as it is practiesble.  If the laws of anvy Siate
ibit the introdustion of iree negroes then L ls impree
le snd wy amendment does not apply I the peoph
do pot want them in any of the Free Stules then my suend
ment does not apply, fur it s ot practionl except by the
consent of the parties who wish o employ thew
“ | nak Beustors, then, whether they are williog lo mu
tilate the valy practical snd benefic al proviaion that there
is in the bill under existing circumetancss, by striking
from it the part of it that would render \he remuimng por
tion utterly nugatory. If we sincerely dewire, o 1 do nod
a8 1 trust every Benator does, 1o be good 1o these freed
men, really to provide bomes for them, really 1o do n good
aot to them, 1 beg the Beoate nol to strike out th
provisos ; for it does peew Lo we that it i the coly pras.
tical provision in the whele bill that will operete fir the r
good under existing circumslances I it be the ploasyr
of the Benate to strike it out and let the bill be without
any practical eflect, so be it The resuit, I sssure Soun-
tore, will be simply 1o create & corps of well paid offisers
and impose them upon the finsnces of the country, withiu
any other practieal rflect than that. | thiok this is sl o
tume when we ean afford the money to do it”

In the face of these representations, so oan- |
didly sud forcibly urged, Mr. Wirsox, of Massa.
ohusetts, argucd against the adoption of the latter
part of “this amendment, not because it was wrony
or inexpedieat ia itaclf, but because it might place
certain Northern Governors in a dissgreeable pre.

dicament.

1 thivk if thst provision remaine ju the bell it is Hable
to be misrepresented throughout the comntry. Nuppoes
an application is made by these officers to the Goversor of
some Btate, and that Guvernor gives consent or makes
any srrangement, then there will be fault-fioding, misrep
resentation, and denunemtion. Fuppese he dechnes to 4o
it: then anotber class of wen will degounee bim for it It
seems to me that this cpening of & correspondence wilth
the official authorilies for the employment of hese frend
men will have & tevdeney to weshen the bill before the
scuntry, to weaken Lhe workings of the wessure, aod 1o
weaken the Government. It in hinble Lo merepresentation
thronghout the eountry, aud therefore 1 bope it will wet |
remun in the bill in that form."

Mr. Witsox was inspired to make these remarks,
we presume, by a lively recollestion of the embarrass.
ment under which Gov. Andrew, of Massachuseits,
was Iaid in the year 1%1.2, when, having been earnesi-
ly requested by Gen. Dix, while that officer was in
command st Fortress Monroe, to furnish an ssylum
to some blacks who were in danger of boing rocap
tured and reduced to slavery, he flatly refused 1o
mp], with the request, though it was urged b,
the General, with the assent of the War Depart

He said : |

sontemporary’s report of the enewy's doings in
this qu:::rrju puﬁuhd on Naturdsy last, and
from which it appears that the invaders did little
mischiof -muns Bladensburg beyond drinking
“ unlimited glasses of milk.”

To the Edators nf the National Intelligencer :

Grnrtemes: In the recent raid of the rebels on the Bal-
tumore aud Washington rosd, it is represented in the Chro-
piele that & skirmish occurred in which they were gallantly
repu'sod by our troops. 1t seews to meimportant that those
who spesk * by suthority” sbould be correotly informed ae
to the sonduct of those to whom our defenee is entrusted,
and 1 #eod you this statement because I happened to be
near soough to the scene of action to be well informed of
the facte of the care.

The extrems poiut of the advancs of the rebels was the
top of the hill just past the Agricultural College, called
Kennody's bill  The first intimation of their approach
was given by the Federsl cavalry, who, sbout cne
o'cloek, alarmed the country sloog the turopike by
their swifl retreat—reporting that the rebels were ecom-
ing in grest foree, burnitg sod destroyiog all before them,
and killing every pegro they saw. The consequence was
an slwost universsl stampede of negroes, sud great un-
easlnses aul alarm etery where, This Federal force num-
pored, 1 min told, five hundred sod sixty wen. They had
boen ehurged upon, it in waid, by & very small number of
rebels in the neighborhood of Belteville, thirteen miles
from Was hinglon | but, belisving thatthe lstter wévein large
furee, had decwed it prudent to retire, with rome preeipi-
ation

The 1ebels reached Kennedy's Lill, four mi'ee from
Reltsville, sbout seven o'eloek in the evening, four
bours after the Uiited Bistes cavalry had passed that
point,  Their force was variously estimaled, by those who
ssw it paen the rond, st five huadred, one thousard, and
fiteen bundeed. Keunedy's bill in full two miles from
Hisdensburg, snd was the nearest point of the cnemy's
spprosch 1o that piaee, 1t was bere that what the Chro-
sicte oalls “ & shirmioh™ took place. It coosisted 10 the
turewing of three shells from Kennedy's to the bill above
Mr Caleart’s lodge gate, one of which struck the post of
the gaie entering from the turnpike to Mre. Vao Wyek's
bowse st Bilavide, snd the otbere sxploded in Mr. Cal-

vert's fieid. These poiuts are about & m le from Kennedy's
Bl The enemy's © repules” ouly cost our side a few shots,
| with farbines )

The rebels meie 10 doubl 'l"@cll, guided, ws it

w understood there were young men with them who
were broughl up o the weighbs rhocd. Their design
was evidently o join thelr main force in Montgom-
pry counly. Do do this without being molested, they fired
the gune rom Kownedy's Wil to makes the impression of
thetr preseuse theee, aud whesled iln"‘l‘b‘, bl(‘..kl“
thst i, tursed off ihcough the College grounde, and
made their way o lhe Movtgemery road. That the
e ent bad the dewred «flset 0 evident from the (act
tonl oir foress remained through the night and watil fen
o clock ment dey, undet (he inpression Lhal Lhey were camp-
ing o0 the Crllegs groas de  They bad o (ol prssed through

| those grounds full teelve bowrs before & Fidenl senut ad-

caneed 1o lnquire sfter them Thie is the history of the
“ repuine” the stemy teesited o the neighborbocd of

| Misdensburyg.

When i wan weeerinined that the rebels bad really gooe
the o) 0 s oo mand of vur eavalry sdvanced and wae

| very idignent thal 1he M*ﬂ fewe bl M bm

s seouts with great soergy, fode srousd smeng prople’s
pousts. frghiewng very much both women snd ebiidren
They strested & wumber of sita-ne, capturing their horees |
and The mabr bawell, we lsain, metured severely the
whole (eigibohood. shd threntonsd them with cundige
punshment e heir reas arahle negleet b inform b ot

ment, on grounds of military necessity, as well e
of philanthropy. |
To the same purport as Senator WiLsox, of M. |

sachusetts, Mr. POMEROY, of Kansas, argued agnin. ]

the amendment as follows :

“ [ want ax little eorrespondencs with Siates where tho oo
are prejudices against them [ the freedmen | s possible 1110
commissioner was Lo open s correspondesos with b - Gover
wor of nlmost any Btate in the lrm-&rm to find pinees
for them in that Btate, although the Governor mighl be
in favor of it, yet there in always & political party 10 make
a fuss sbout it, and it will become an uopopuler thing. |
do not believe that West Virginis would sllow them withis
her limits. 1 know that 1hinois, Indison, and most of the
Northwestern Btates would be entirely opposed to it I
I:o pot believe the thing ought 1o be shadowed, forth i the

w." ¥

Benator POMRROY, it will be seen, was, like My |

WiLson, very desirous to avoid “exeitement” or !

bis bendquart-re (st Biadensborg) of the going away of
the spemy  Wo bardly thish this was mieationsl ireascn
o the part of the progle  Tn their simplicity they sup-
posed tial, 4o by bad the dret noliflostion of the snamy s
approsch e b esvnivy ha pirhete or o ule would
bave bept the mnjor fully mirmed &0 1o the snemy's
mosements @ possih y they felt sggrieved that they bad
boer il by e s proteebos ol Bladensburg b0 le mercy

rirut e e ol Hiumever thie may be, ” will »
butnrs Crtmed bt e mepeor © Spects them te do thelr
duty, ne e peslivnly menred (e s delonmined masd
wer, lhal be meemi te do e
LAATIRIANA
The Constitntcnnl Convention of Lousians has som-
plated it bubor, and e newm Constitaton will b sub-

# fuss”’ in the Free States on the question of the
inhabitancy of free negroes,

)

THE LATE HUMILIATION.

We yisterdsy uttered some words of grave

and earnest snimadversion on the incapacity
of the military administration—an incapacity of
which the whole coustry has just been called to
witness an illustration of the most mournful sig-
nificance. We gave utterince to these words not
becanse they expressed a sentiment eommon o
every Americsv heart which feels 8 pride in the
honor of the country, but because we believed it
to be & solemn and imperative duty to lift our voice
against the mismanagement which is a standing
danger and a standing reproach to the nation.
We are not of those who believe that this city
was ever in any peril from the magnitude of the
force that recently invaded Maryland. That force
is ‘now known to have been contemptibly small,
and, after makiog due allowance for honest iyno-
rance, nothing but the insincerity and misreprescn-
tation which may seek to bolster up official repu-
tations visibly sinking under the load of an intoler-
able humiliation, will longer undertake to simulate
any apprehensions on this ground. But we do
believe that the eity may have been in danger from
the heedlessness of the military admivistration be-
fore the approach of the enemy, and from ite shift-
lessness after that approach, when, under the pros-
sure of a sudden emergency, it lost, as it did, all
presence of mind and all efficiency of conduct. It
is quite possible that the few hundred men who
held Washington under siege for two days, on
Monday and Tuesday last, could, if thuy had suffi-
ciently presumed on the reigning want of vigi-
lance here, have quietly ridden into the city under
cover of the darkness of night before any alarm
had been raised, seized the President and his
Cabinet, blown up the Capitol, destroyed the pub-
lic buildings, and retired as mysteriously (and
as unharmed) as they eame.

After the specimen we have had of the state of
preparation in which the recent approach of these
marauders found our military administration, it does
not much surprise us that there are still some per-
sons who think that the city has abundant csuse
to be grateful for its recent escape from capture
and destruction by the “invader.” A city iz
endangered as much by the ineapacity of those who
are charged with its defence as by the number of
the enemy which seeks to compass its capture, and
on the former score our citizens have certainly had
much real cause of alarm. But those who confess
such alarm must be aware that its existence con-
stitutes the gravest possible imputation on the
implicd want of foresight in our military adminis-
tration, which, as they assume, is so negligent
and inefficient that the capital of the nation has
really been in danger of capture by a few hundred
¢ raiders” detached in this direction 28 scouts
from an invading expedition numbering, acoord-
ing to the best information, only cight thousand
men, all told.

That the feelings we have expressed on this morti-
fying subject are common to all cur fellow-citizens,
in office or out of office, does not need substantia-
tion to approve their justice. Writing as we did
yesterday under a calm sense of duty as clear as it
was strong, we should have written what we did
if wo had suppored that our voice would find no
echo in the land. But we did not do our brave
and loyal countrymen the injustice to suppose that
they could feel differently under the sense of such
s profound national humiliation, the cause of
which, if not removed, is as much a source of fu-
tare danger as of lasting shame to the Republic.

That we did not miscalculate the instinetive sen-
timents of the American people, even among those
most firmly addicted to the politieal support of the
Administration, will be apparent to our readers
from the perusal of the following article, which we
take from the leading Administration paper in New
England, (the Boston Daily Advertiser,) written
on Wednesday last, before it knew any thing more
of the facts in the caso than that the military ad-
ministration in this city had agsin, as on some
former cccasions, suffered itself to fall a prey to its
own want of vigilance and ecapacity. Tt will be
seen that the language it employs is identical with
ours ¢s well in the object as in the grounds of its
consure; and if such is the language which our
Republican contemporary deemed it proper to hold
on Wednesday morning last, under the state of facts
known to it at the date of its writing, we may casi-
ly conceive what added weight it would have given
to ita well-pointed enndemnation had it been sp-
prized of the full extent of the ignorance and uuo-
preparcdness on which it avimadverts.

The article to which we refor (ro faras it relates
to the conduct of the military administration) is

as follows :

“ The sonual invasicn of Maryland, which, next to the
wenther, supplies the ‘sensation ' of this we«k, does not
exeite any very disturbing spprehensicns for the safety of
Baltimore snd Washington. The country has learned to
pressrve & degree of equanimicy, strangely unl ke it ex-
citement when Jackson cawe down the Shenandoah Valley
two years ago aud more.  The fear of recoiviog any heavy
blow from these irruptions bas been removed by repeated
esonpes ; there in & general feeling that the business will
end as other raide have onded, lnf‘. that the ch ef p int to
be looked after la to interes ?t the retreat, if pomible.
And thus it bappens that the lesding emotion which Lhis
ineursion exoiten is ove of mortifieation. The eountry is
ashatoed that at Lhin stags of the war we should bave s
rebel foree beating back a Uniun General on this eide of
the Potomse—robel marsudera burning houses, stealiv
horees, and carrying off supplies until a panie in rai
which extends 11 the very capital of Pennsylvania; and
worse perhaps than all so far ss moral effco goes, rebel
eavalry destroying bridges snd cutting telegraph wires on
that great arierinl line of railway which conneots Wash-

toy with thess States. For the occurrence of thie mor-
Viying sinte of sffairs we must certanly hold the military
whmsistrstion in some degree responsible.

“ Por the occurrences of this mortifying rtats of affairs
we must cortainiy bold the military ad u inistration in some
degree responsible.  Experience has shown that the
Shennodosh valley requires on Bur side a commander
of superior miliney ousliies—an officer. who is vigilant
wod wary, quek o divine the intentions and to appre-
eintn the strengih of any rebel force which pressote
Haelf, owift 1o set, skilful in mazeaveriog, and, in short,
z..l fied for the most arduous duties ol uheervation,. We

sve not been more fortunale this yoar, however, than in
provious seascns in the selection of « Micers for that respon.
*:-: wor have the officers seleoted been more forta-
nale their ssors, ne witness Rigel's defeat and
the retrenl of Huster to the West, which uncovered the
valley st d lnvited & counter aitiick by the rebels. Beyond
the immedinte command of the valley. however, we Lave
1 note ne & most unfavorshle cireumstance the minute di-
vimem of the field of operations beiween sevoral military
#, sud the necesanry Inck of soncerind notion,
s wall 88 1he inferior molitary eapacity of some of the
saumanders other Lhan thage referred 10 above. Ho far
s meldary sersngements on the part of the General Go-
sersment are sonoerned, the provision against a contin-
goncy of this sort wes soquestionably insdequate.”

Sreampoar Boamen —The large sand maguificant
foating palnen, hnown as the Jobn F. Potter, of theCam-
den and Amboy Rallroad Company, was destroyed by fire
om the 1110 instant whils Iying at pier No. 1, North river,
New York ety The loss is estimated st §260,000. Bhe
waa heavily Inden with freight st the time the fire

broke oul

OFFICIAL.

————

By the Presidcnt of the United States of America.
A PROCLAMATION.

WaEREAS, by the act approved July 4, 1864,
entitled “ Ap act further to regulate and provide
for the enrolling and oalling out the pational
forces and for other purposes,” it is provided that
the President of the United States may, ‘‘at his
disoretion, at any time hereafter, call for any pum-
ber of men, as volunteers, for toe respective terms
of one, two, and three years, for military service,”

of any town, township, or ward of a city, preciuet,
or election district, or of & county not so subdi-
vided, shall not be filled within the space of fifty
days after such call, then the President shall in-
stantly order a draft for one year to fill sush quota

el

or any part thereof, which may be unfilled ;

And whereas the new enrolment heretofore
ordered is so far completed as that the aforemen-
tioned act of Congress may now be put in opera-
tion, for recruiting and keeping up the strength of
the armies in the field, for garrisons, and such
wilitary operations as may be required for the
purposo of suppressing the rebellion and restoring
the authority of the United States Government in
the insurgent States :

Now, therefore, 1, ABRAHAM LincoLN, Presi-
dent of the United States, do issue this my call
for five hundred thousand volunteers for the mili-
tary service; provided, nevertheless, that this call
shall be reduced by all oredits whiok may be estab-
lished ucder section eight of the aforesaid act, on
account of persons who have entered the naval ser-
vice during .he present rebellion, and by oredits
for men furnished to the military service in exoess
of calls heretofore made.

Volunteers will be accepted under this call for
one, two, or three years, as they may eleot, and
will be entitled to the bounty provided by the law
for the period of service for which they enlist.

And 1 hereby proclaim, order, and direct that
immediately after the fifth day of September, 1864,
being fifty days from the date of this call, a draft
for troops to serve for one year shall be had in
every town, township, ward of a city, precinet, or
election district, or county not so subdivided, to
fill the quota which shall be assigned to it under
this call, or any part thereof which may be unfilled
by volunteers on the said fifth day of September,

1364. g
In testimony whereof, I bave hereuuto set my band and
caused the seal of the United States to be affixed.
Done at the city of Washington this eighteenth day of
July, in the year of our Lord one thousand Bight
[L.s.] hundred and sixty-four, and of the Independence
of the United States the eightyminth.
. ABRAHAM LINCOLN.
By the President :
Wirriam H, BEWARD,
Becretary of State.

et s
SUPERINTENDENT OF WEST POINT ACADEMY.

The Northern journals announce that * Brig. Gen ZpaL-
ouvs B. Tower, a'*regular army officer, who was badly
wounded st Bull Run and has not since been in active ser-
vies, has been appointed to the Buperiotendency of West
Point, in place of Col. A. H. Bowman, U. 8. Engineers,
rel aved.”

This announcement reminds us of & report of the rewo-
val of Col. BowMAN whieh obtained publicity two or three
weeks ago, but which our iseredulity at the moment led
us to wilbhold from our readere; and the circumstance
bad been almoet forgotten in the whirl of events attendant
upon the military campnaigus now in progress, and the re-
eent bostile demonstration upon our own immediate bor-
ders, when it was brought to our recollection by the para-
graph above quoted.

We now place vpon record ths sunexed article, sopied
from the Ciocinnati Commereisl (a Republican journal) of
the Oth instant, ns disclosing the cause assigned for this
change in the eommandaot at the Military Aeademy. Col.
Bowman is & veteran officer of the Regular Army, which
he entered in 1826, 3

From the Cincinnati Commercial of July 9eh

It will be remembered that the Arsceintion n'wmiggd for
the purpose of ereeting a Battle Monument at West Point,
to the memory of those of the Regular Army who have
fallen in the battles of thie war, inviled Gen. MeClellan to
deliver the dediestory address,

The invitation wes aecepted apd the oration deliverad,
That portion of the oration relaling to the causes of the
war and the necespity of ite prosecution we have already
published. Tt was significant in view of the possible nom.
ination of Gen. MoClellan at Chicngo. It was & definition
of bl views 80 sutagonistic to those of the Pescs Demoe-
racy, that none of them have since had a word to wey in
favor of the General. ‘i hers waa nothing in the oration of
& personsl, hardly of & politieal charneter. There were no
re flsotions upon the Administration, upon the eoduet of
the war—in short, not 8 word that could give offence at
the War Office, or to any fair-minded, loyal man.

Roon after the delivery of the address the Boston Courier
briefly stated that Lieut. Col. Bowman, in commsnd st
Weat Point, bad been removed by the Seeretary of War
becsuse be had permittéd Gen. MeClellan to deliver the
orntien. 8o ulterly sbsurd did this apposr, that it was
univeraally regarded as a strike of partisan maliocs, an ef-
fort to ereate sympathy for the deposed General by hold-
ing him up to the public in the light of an individus] so ob-
uoxions to the War Department thal it followel him
his retirement to plague him with a-petty dispiay of power.
But the New York World repented the assertion in direct
and positive language, and the New York Herald reiter-
ated it with additional partioulars.

There seems to be no doubt that. Lt. Col. Bowman hes
boen removed, the Becretary of War, with his usual in.
falioity, ehoosing s lime for doing it that gave eolor to the
assertions of the Boston Courier nod the New York jour-
nale, We are not prepared to say on what grounds the
Cowmandant at West Point has been removed. We have
only & one sided stotement of the rearons for it, and those
ressons ate o ipsuffcient, so utterly unjustifiable, that we
canaot bring oureelven to the eoncinaon that they formed
the real ground of the removal Even had Lieut. Col,
Bowman been active in seeuring the rhetorieal services of
@en. MeClellau on this oceasion, nay, had it been chiefly
or entirely through his personsl isfluence that the invita-
tion was extended to the General ite eonniry would not
have sustained the War Office in cemoving the command-
ant for nny such cou.se. But it does not appear that
Licut. Col, Bowman took any partin the matter. It weems
to have been sn aet of the mssociation, of which, youiblf.
ke may ba a wembsr, The association was governed in
its motion by the propriety of juviting one of ths oldest and
most distingu shed members of the regular army fo pro-
nounce the eulogy upon hie fullen comrades nod dedicate
the monument ereeted to their memory. There was noth-
ing partisan in their aetion, and, bad there been, it ealled
for no reproof from the War Office ; nnd, least of all, re-

roof adwinistsred by d'agracing an cfficer who had no
in the matter.

Toe Beorctary of War should be assured that the only
party Lkely to be damaged by this not—if the eause
amsigned turns out to be Lrus—is himeell. Neitber Gen. Mo-
Clellsn nor Lieut, Col. Bowman will auffer in the estimation
of the American people by such a procedure, If the Bec-
retary of War hae rend history to sny pnrrou he will find
{hat it has been the nlmost unvarying result of such acta 1o
give the autbority to set up and pull down into the handa
of llm:: agaiost whom official power is so unteasonably
directed.

FAILURE OF THE BANK LOAN.
We mentioned yestorday that ths negotiations between
the Seeretary of the Traasury and the associatad Banks of
New York city for a loan of $50,000,000 had failed. The
Banks were willing to make the loan, but, not being able
to pay in “ greenbacks,” desired to be made depositories
of the public funds to retain the lonn until culled fot by
Government, and then to pay in certified ohecks. Thews
terms wers desmed inndmissible under the Iaws regtint-
ing the operations of the Tressury. It in intimated that
the Seeretary will in & fow days make an appeal to the

poople for a new loan. '

and “that in case the quots, or amy part thereof, |
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SPIRIT OF THE REPUBLICAN PRESS,

In order that our readers may be informed of
the impression produced at the North by the re-
cent invasion of Maryland we cite & fow extracts
from our contemporaries, restrioting our selections
to the Republican press. The fone of the Opposi-
tion prints may be easily inferred when it is seen
that journsls most addicted to the support of the
Administration have nothing to say in « xtenuation
or defence of the military hecdlessness which has
just been set in o clear & light before the country.

From the Boston Daily Advertiser.

The aonusl invasion of Maryland, whieh, next to the
weatber, supplies the * sensation” of this week, does not
exoite any very disturbing apprehensions lor the safety of
Baltimore and Washington. The country bas learved to
preserve a degree of equanimity, straogely unlike its ex-
oitement when Jackson came down the Shenandoah Valley
two years ago and more. The fear of receiving any heavy
blow from these irruptions has been removed by repeated
etonpes ; there is & genersl feeling that the business will
end as other raids bave ended, and that the chi«f point to
be lovked after is to wtercept the retreat, if poesible.
And thus it buppens that the leadiog emotion whieh this
ineursion excites is one of mortifieation. The eouatry is
asbamed that at this stage of the war we should have &
rebel force beating back 8 Uniou Geoeral on this side of
the Potomsc—rebel marsuders burning houses, stealin
horses, sud carrying off supplies until & psnic is rai
which extends to the very cspital of Pennsylvania; and,
worss perhape than all 8o far as moral effect goes, rebel
cavalry destroying bridges and eutting telegraph wires on
that great artenal line of railway which connects Wush-
ingtou with these States. For the ocourrence of this mor-
tiying state of affairs we must certaioly hold the military
administration in some degree responsible,

From the Boston Jowrnal.

Sigel should never have been appointed to a command so
important as thet of the Bensndoah valley, and he prob-
ably would not have been but for tbe troublesome ** German
element,” which refuses to be conciliated, and will run for
Fremont se it ** fights mit Bigel.” The tempuorary reputa-
tion which this General nequired - in Missouri by the in-
dustrious puffiog of German presses hns been complately
eclipsed by biundesing snd, incompetency, which Bu at
last culminated in the disorderly retreat down the Shenan-
dosh valley, without so mueh as exchangiog a shot with
the advanciong rebels or aecertaining their foree and inten
tions. Had a fighting General beon in ecommand in the
Shensndoah valley that pathway inte the loyal States would
have been a more rn:god one to the rebels, and had the
General in command been a man of brains the Administra-
tion would have been better informed of the extent of
the present raid, and beter prepared to meet it.

From the Providence Journal,

The raid is ended. The alsrmed multitude ean again
brea!he frealy. The visions of hosts, more nuwerous than
that of Xeraes, ¢rossing the Potomae into Maryland, have
suddenly welts d away, and our panicstricken irienda rub
their eyes with astonishment and wonder whither the un-
connted thourands bave fled eo rapidly. Though, secord
ing to reports, the rebels were so many that it tovk them
saveral dsys to get over the Potomao, using all the fords
from Sharpsbucg to Edwards's Ferry, they have ovntrived
to get back iu a single dey without mueh trouble. How
fearfully they must hava been reduced by the raid! In-
stead ol capturing Baltimore and Washington ,snd Phila-
delphis, sll except a small bund of cavalry turned south
before they got within sight of Baltimore sod simply sp-
prosched ouve of the outer works in the live of works
about the caqiul.

From the New York Commercial Advertiser.
1t is not yet possible to form a fair and instruetive esti.

which has just thrown the country iato confusion aud the
eapital into convulsions. That it has revealed in the most

mate of the ‘character and consequences of the invasion

g -

case o terrible defsat. Now, however, they bavé
us & defeat and roirestad u&iy. iy

e From the Chicago Tribuna.

A correspundent writes to us that ** the whole country
will rejoice thut Washington is ssfe.” Bo far ss we are

—and wi epesk not ooly for the Tribuse, but

sowe other peeple—wo beg to-be tbought not disposed to
let off nuy ruckets or (0 give way to sny special hilarity
on thst aeooLnt  We do not intend to cherich any unpair:.
otio feeling, #o aa to be thought carele s of the dichovor
the pation would suffer by ths loss of its capital aud the
seattoring of ite Government, but we do confess to s temp-
tation to grest indifforence as to that eity called Washing-
ton, * * * Wadofeel, bowever, avery poignant griefss to
Lho pigs, tarkeys, hens, horses, cows, steera, shoes, aud gro-
oorive he rebels have run odb of Maryland, It oute us fod
the beart tunt the rasesls should have gotten such booty n
their raid. Wha'evir bs cur n}n;rnthy fur thoss who bave
Mot these thiogs, it is a matter of profound soriow that
Lea's army will tasts beef aud pork once more, his eavalry
will get new borses, sud the Rishmondites will have a new
lonce of Life for two months more. Over thal we grieva,

From the Cincinnati Gazelte,

We suppose the intelligent public is by this time able to
ostimate the performance of the various troops in the Yal-
ley of Virginia, and on the Upper Po omae, by what could
buve rescounbly been of ruch s force expected, and to apply
correctly the consure for fnilure—if there shall be any to be
applied—whiel hus hitherto been indisoriminate, being based
on some chimerioal ideu of the genersl plans. It eould vot
bave been expeeted thut the troops under Bigel's comn-
mund were 10 form s column to joio Grant in his march
upon Richmond, or to furm s co-operative movement in
a1y way except by rapid rnida upon the euemy's commu-
nioations, fulling back whenever threatened by suparior
force, which the rebels, from their central postion, eculd
nttutuk at aoy time, except when general aotion was immi-
new

If any thing more than this was expected of a force of
#ueh dim neions, opersting on B lino loward the enemy's
ba:e and isolated from the support of our main body, it
wis an ex; ectation not ereditable to the wilitary judgmert
or common sense of those who entertained it.

Sigel was attacked by Breckinridge with superior foroe
and driven back Had he fallen upon Crook or Averill, or
both combined, they would have met the same fate. These
three divisions were a combined operation to destroy coun-
munications. As the enemy w:rr in force in the valley
sufficient to beat either one of them, and perhapa sll three
if they bad been together, one hed to ba saerificed for the
suereds of the other two. The sucoess of either detach-
ment wae achisved by all, and the diseredit of the defeat of
one—if it wus a diseredit to be beaten by superior foroe—
belonged equally to all,

Crook snd Averill made their raid on the railroads and
retreated to- West Virginia. Sigel was driven north, Tre
valley was tewporarily clearof any threatening movement,
and Breckinridge joined Leo with bis forees, leaving the
protection of the country ehiefly to the focal’ militia apd
Lome guards,

Bigel was ruperseded by Hunter, who marcbed vigor-
ously forwerd snd captured Btauaton. He was joined by
Crovk and Averill, and they marched on Lynchburg. It
ie probsble that but for delay he pught have mhm that
tlnes sad held it long enough for destructive purposes.
But the very night that he lay befors it hesvy reinforee-
wents from Richmond reached it by railrosd, In the
mean time be became aware of #o heavy a fores marching
north in the valley that he found it necessary to retreat by
way of the Gauley. .

Thua the valley was left entirely open to the Putomae,
and ioto Maryland and Virgisia, Nigel haviog but & small
force st Muitsbarg, whic | would have been eaptured if
;t bad not suticipated the march of the enemy’s main co-
uma.

1t is generslly known—the Beeretary of War has taken
cure thet ull should know it—that the Uppsr Potomae,
Maryland, Baltimore, snd Washington huve been stripped
of regulur tioops Lo inerea’e Grant's army on the Jawee,
and that their pluees bave been supplied—as far as sup-
plied—with militia and hundred day drafted men. There-
fure nope of the commanders in Maryland, Peonsylvania,
or on the Uppe: Potomse, nor all eumbined, had a force
fit to take the ficld against an invading eolumn of ten or
tweoty thousand troops ; therafors all denunciation of them

each
dyfn

lsmentiable light the recklessness and ab of adequate
forathcught, with which our military aflairs ere still ad-
ministersd, sfter four yesrs’ experievca, ia painfully plein,
Not lesa olear is it that it must iofliet & serious blow upon
the national reputation, and upon the gradually developing
confidence of foreign nations in the ultimats succeses of our
efforts to maintain and make triumphant the national cause.
But for s useful appreciation of ite direet wilitary impor-
tanoe we must await furiber developments.

From the New York Times.

1t is discreditable enough to us that we should have al-
lowed ourselves to be surprised by it—thst we abould
have sMowed it to take place—that we should have per
mitted the rebels to cross the Potomae and roam and rav-
sge in Marylsnd for ten daye, meoncing the National Cap.
ital and cutting off all railroad commuuication between it
and the rest of the country—but lo osasrmit them to get
wway in safety, snd march a huodred miles with their
booty and prisoners, would be shameful.

From the New York Times.

The rebels, if we may judga by the lale Riebwond pa-
pers in our possession, seem to bave teen about as much
ustonished at the raid, whea they heard of it, ns the people
of the North were when it cocurred. They nre, of course,
ratber hilarious over it, snd over the panie it caueed on
the border. But they evidently knew littie or nothing
sbout it beforeband, which, we thiok, 18 & proof that the
furce engaged in it wae vot very enormous, snd perhape,
aleo, that the whole thing was undertaken on the spur of
the moment, when Ewell found that Gen. Hunter had re-
tired from Lynchburg. Of course, both Gens. Lee and
Ewell would bave liked to take Washington, even though
they eould have held it but a day ; but we do not believe
the invading party left Richmond with apy such prospect.

From the New York Evening Post.

The rebels appear to bave run away from Washington
aa soon as they were attacked. 8o long, however, na they
conld keep our garrison upon the defersive, and produce
an impression that they had s la-ge foree Lo contend with,
s0 long the rebel troopers kept up what sppeared to look-
ers on o despernte and dangerous attack upon Washington
If the reports printed this morn ng sre eorrect, a single
charge sufficed to priok the bubble of a rebel besieging
army.

From the New York Tribune,

It is hardly to be supposed ihat an attsck oo Wasbing-
ton was sericusly contemplated by such a foree as inso-
lently appeared withm resch of ity guns. Lee took the
grest 1isk which the far renching combinations of hia ad-
versary imposed upon him, and if he escape from his pre-
dicament without serious loss it will be beonuse the pur-
poses ot Gen. Grant found but a halting and timid support,
anud beesuse liia plans were imperfeetly execu'el by thoss
on whom the duty of obaying orders, or of following out
his purposes, properly fell. It will be, in a word, bacause
the same nilitary incapaeity which onee before had left
open fhe Bheuavdosh now failed to clore and bar that
door either before or after the steeds had been stolen A
collateral result of these manifcld blucders is that the re-
bels are to harvest the abundant erops of the valley, which
might have, and ought to bave, gone into loysl granaries.

From the Philadelphia Inquirer,

When we first heard of the party of 1\‘:.5" that destroy-
ed the trains on the Baltimore and Phi.Welphis railroad,
they were represented as sweeping scross the country
o twelve huudred etrovg.”  This was the news from
Cockeyaville, aiter the{ had broken the Northern Central
rond near that plaes, It now turns out that they were but
one hundred ard fiity men, sll to d.  Yet this iosigoificant
foree made a cireuit of the city of Baltimore, even riding
up within wsight of the fort guarding the northeastern ap-
proaches to the cily, and burning the residonce of the Gov-
ernor of the Stale not more than four miles nway. Such
a fact is bumiliatiog to the last degree,

From the Philadelphia Evening Bulletin,

Talk as we may thout the recent invasion of the rebele,
and about their being driven back into Virginia, it was for
them n great ruccess. Thoy destroyed and oarvied off
millions of dollars worth of property; they made requisi-
tions npon numerous towns in Maryland ; they interrupted
eommunication with the National Capital ; they compelled
the withdeawal of troops from imporiant points t6 defend
Baltimore snd Washington, aud they escaped with their
booty into Virginin, cur forces making soarcely a show of
purenit, ANl this i humilisting enough. It showa that
there is folly Oor incompetence sumewhere in cur military
u%minhtntioa. and the President oughbt to be able to find
where,

From the Philadelphia Novih American.
In point of fact the rebel army never went near Balil-
more, having marched from Monooncy stinight to Rock-
ville, and all the demonstrations around Baltimors were
mnade by detached cavalry bands, the weakness of which
stande in striking contrnst with their sucoers  Wo oati-
mated Gilmore’s party, which destroyed the railrond
bridges and did other damage north of Baltimore, at u bri-
gnde of eavalry, from the best information we could ob-
tain. 1: weems that after all Gilmore bad only one hun-
dred acd twenty seven mep. Instead of haviog fifteen
thousand eavalry, Karly bad but fifteen hundred, an our
pursuing forces have now amoerbained. 1t is somewhat
mortily 1‘” be compelled to admit that so small 8 detach-
ment s this of Early’s should have been sble to march
with i y wherever it chose, to plunder Margland,
threaten its commereinl metropolis, and even attack the
‘National Oapital, and yet exeaps mnfaly into Virginin. T his
in the third year i which the rebels have invaded Mary-
land with suceess. In the two previous eflorts we had
to move the whols of the Potomse against them be-
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Mwﬂhdﬂﬁ.wh suffered in

they d.d not is renseless,

They might, by combi ing a!l their raw troops, have had
envugh to take up stroug patursl positions and hold them
on the defensive by wesns of entrenchments. But the rebel
ndvanco consisted of parties of cavalry, spreading out.over
the eountry, gathering in estile and other supplivs, levying
upon tha towus, and ravagicg snd burning, ln advases it
was belittled by the sawme hoadlong eensorship into an in-
significant raid, and it was imperatively demanded why
our imbeeile Generals did not pounce upon it and sweep it
from the faee of the earth.

We know not bow far the military authorities at Wash-
ington participated in this falee disgnusis of this invasion.
But no Geveral eould withetand this pressure and choose
the line of prudent defonce. Raw militia and hundred day
men, drawn from their bomes for the lemporary b
of fortificatione, were hurried into the fisld, never before
brigaded, unacquainted with their field officars, and inca-

ble of meneuver, to meet a supecior foree of veterans

rom Lee’s army. Many of the flower of the young men
of Ohio were thus sserificed, snd we know not to whom
“their friends can more justly charga their blood than to the
reckless newspspers who howled it on.

We have not to leary in this fourth year of the war that
while the Sbenand.ah an]eku uvguarded by adequate
foree, the way to Maryland, Pennsylvania, Baltimore, and
Washington is open to the enemy. We have ssen that too
often belore to need this repetition to teach us.

In these remarks we have no opinion to express on 8i-
gel's capacity ne a Genersl He nhas a thnmn,: milita
education. That in our eystem is held an infaliible qualifi-
eation for ceneralship. 'We place no confidence in it. He
s thoroughly acquainted with the practioal details of an
army; but as to his espacity ne a general it is not neces-
#8Ty lor us to express auy opinion.

The President :A:pumted bim to & eommend in the val-
ley from u faneled political necessity—to conciliate the
Germsns, who were supposed to be growing dieaflected
toward him. We know of no such necessily, and believe
that the safety of the ecuntry should not be nsked for the
shke of party trimming. Gen, Halieck believes Bigel ut-
terly incompetent, end refuses Lo treat him with civility in
their offieial intercourse It is asid that Gen. Grant haa the
asme apmion of Sigel's ospacity. Under such conditions
the appointment ought not to bave been wade. The au-
thorities wou'd naturslly embrace the first reverse to
tid of him. 1t is bad poliey to have such an oceasion ﬁ
sired, when the parties who desire it can do so much to
bring it about,

118 gel was s fit man to be sppoint-d, his being driven
beaek by Breckinridge's superior force was no reason for
removiog him. Hw removal belora the muthorities at
Waskington kuew sny thing about the foree he bad met,
or the eonditions of the fight, or the success of the two de~
tachments which had been attained through his ex re,
shows huw eagerly they sought the opportunity. t, ne
we have waid, these forces at that time accompl shed all
that eould ressonsbly be expected of them, Perbaps under
Hunter they came somewhat short of it, bat not far.
Nothiog decitive of 1hs campaign oculd have been reason-
ably expectad of such & foree, and the glory or blame of
ita result must socrue to » higher responsibility.

LOSBES AT THE BATTLE OF MONOCACY.

Dr. Joboson, the Medieal Director st Frederick, gives
the following ss the results of the battle of Monocaoy :

UNION LOSS,

Killed sud left on field......
Wounded and taken to hospital.
Piisoners tuken.. cosesesnnss

srnsan,

REBEL LOSS,
Killed, DeAr s ssivenncsssnscssssasnnanans seee

Wounded and in howpital st Frederick n::win
ONF POSBORRION. «csssssssnsnssstttecsccsmnnnns 450
749
The above table exhibita the sggregale number of all
the casualties at Monoency bridge. A detailed report of
the casusities in the " First Beparale Brigade,” eom
mndad.\ty Gen. E. Ik Tyler, shows the losses of that bri-
gade to have been: killed 1, wounded 27, prisoners 7,
wissing 81, Thie return is deficient an respects one regi-
ment, whoee medieal officer, (ogether with ita killed and
wounded, fell into the hands of the enemy.

TERRIBLE ACCIDENT IN PHILADELPHIA.

PRILADELPATA, JULY 20.—A terrible accident oocurred
this morning st the Blookley Almshouse, caused by the
walls of the female Lunatic Asylum, the partition wall of
which was beit g undermined by workmen, who were pre-
paring for the introdedlion of new hesters, and letting
down all the floors clear to the roof. The Iafest roliable
accounts of the aceident eny that eighteen insane women
wera killed and twenty wounded. Thera were two hon-
dred and twenly.nive inmstes of the asylum. The nosi-
dent veourred at & quarter of six thismorning. The build-
ing was supported by two immense arches which gave
way. The sitticg room was filled with children. Bixteen
bodies have been already taksn out,

*TI'he Depot of the Norfolk aonnty raily r
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